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power, and pronenefs to abufe it, which predominates in the human heart, is
fufficient to fatisfy us of the truth of this pofition. The neceffity of reciprocal
checks in the exercife of political power; by dividing and diftributing it into
different depofitories, and conftituting eich the guardian of the public weal
again{t invafions by the others, has béen evinced by experiments ancient and
modern ; fome of them in our couptry and under our owa eyes. To preferve
them muft be as neceflary as to inftitute them: If, in the opinion of the people,
the diftribution or modification of the conftitutional powers be in any particular
wrong, let it be correted by an amendment in the way which the conftitution
defignates.— But let there be no change by ufurpation; for though this, in one
inftance, may be the inftrument of good, it is the cuftomary weapon by which
free governments are deftroyed.— T'he precedent mufl always greatly overbalance
in permancnt evil any partial or tranfient benefit which the ufe can at any time
yield.

Of all the difpofitions and habits which lead to political profperity, religion
and morality are indifpenfable fupports.——In vain would that man claim the tri-
bute of patriotifm, who fhould labour to fubvert thefe great pillars of human
happinefs, thefe firmeft props of the duties of men and citizens.—The mere
politician, equally with the pious man ought to refpe&t and to cherith them.—A
volume could not trace all their conuexions with private and public felicity.
Let it fimply be afked where is the {ecurity for property, for reputation, for life,
if the fenfe of religious obligation defers the oaths, which are the inftruments of
- inveftigation in courts of juftice? And let us with caution indulge the fuppo-

fition, that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be

conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar ftructure ;
reafon and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail
in exclufiun of religious principle.

*Tis fubftantially true, that virtue or morality is a neceffary {pring of popular
eovernment. The rule indeed extends with more or lefs force to every fpecies of
free government. Who that is a fincere friend to it can look with indifference
upon attempts to fhake the foundation of the fabric ?

Promote, then, as an obje& of primary importance, inftitations for the gene-
ral diffufion of knowledge.—In proportion as the firucture of a government gives
force to public opinion, it is effential that public opinion (hould be enlightened.

As a very important fource of ftrength and fecurity cherith public credit.
One method of preferving it is to ufe it as {paringly as poflible ; avoiding occa-
fions of expence by cultivating peace, but remembering alfp. that timely difburfe-
ments to prepare for danger frequently prevent much greater difburfements to
repel it ; avoiding likewife the accumulation of debt, not ogly by fhunning oc-
cafions of expence, but by vigorous exertions Jin time of peace to difcharge the
debts which unavoidable wars may have occafioned, not ungeneroufly throwing
upon pofterity the burthen which we ousfelves ought to bear.—The execution

of thefe maxims belongs to your reprefentatives, but it is neceflary that public -

opinion fhould co-operate.—To facilitate to them the performance of their duty,
it is effential that you fhould praically bear in mind, that towards the payment
of debts there muft be revenue; that to have revenue there muft be taxes; that
no taxes can be devifed which are not more or lefs inconvenient and unpleafant;
that the intrinfic embarrafiment infeparable from the felection of the praper abjects
(which is always 2 choice of difficylties) ought to be a decilive motive for a can-
did conflruction of the conduc of the government in making it, and for a fpirit
of acquiefence in the meafures for obtaining revenue which the public exigencies
may at any time diftate.

Obferve good faith and juftice towards all nations, cultivate peace and har-
mony with all ; religion and morality enjoin this condu¢t; and can it be that
good policy does not equally enjoin it ? It will be worthy of a free, cn]ighfcm:d,

and, at no diftant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous
' and




